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Summary 

Key points 

Building upon a historied strategic partnership, India and the European Union have recently 

prioritized a stronger commitment to joint action in several sectors. Given the uncertainty of the 

global order and international supply chains and markets, this partnership has the potential  

to serve as an example for multilateralism and increased global connectivity.  

• A shifting global order and fluctuating markets have led to a newfound commitment between 

the EU and India to strengthen their partnership and solidify a free trade agreement.  

• Technology, security, and climate and the environment are areas that both parties have 

prioritized collaboration on, with roadmaps laying out clear steps to achieve mutually 

beneficial goals.  

• India has also partnered with individual EU member states on different initiatives, including 

the Czech Republic, indicating potential to continue to develop bilateral cooperation.  

India-EU Partnership and Global Stability 
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Introduction 

As the world’s largest democracies, the European Union and the Republic of India share several 

common interests. In light of shifting geopolitical power and a rise of global tensions, countries around 

the world are looking to new partnerships that will achieve these common goals. The EU and India 

have a history strategic partnership and diplomatic relations but following President of the European 

Commission Ursula von der Leyen’s visit to India in February of this year, both are looking to expand 

on previous efforts to create a more solidified partnership. This includes, but is not limited to, issues 

such as climate change, technology, diplomacy, and global security. India has the world’s largest 

population and holds immense geopolitical importance given its location in the Indo-Pacific region; 

therefore, a more concrete and intensive partnership would have incredible potential to benefit both 

parties, as well as the world as a whole. 

A renewed focus on trade 

In July of 2020, the 15th European Union-India Summit was held, which resulted in the endorsement  

of “a common roadmap to guide joint action and further strengthen the EU-India Strategic Partnership 

over the next five years” (EU Council, 2020) in several different sectors. Regarding security, both 

parties committed to upholding the values of and continuing to develop cooperation on humanitarian 

policies laid out in the EU-India Human Rights Dialogue, as well as UN peacekeeping efforts (specifically 

pertaining to Women, Peace and Security) and nonproliferation agreements. There was also strategy 

lined out for building upon previous agreements to deepen business, trade and investment, and 

economic relationships. The largest part of this plan, however, was focused on combatting climate 

change and protecting the environment. Along with this were promises to promote sustainability 

within other sectors, both in practices and material usage. Research and innovation, communication 

and technology, outer space and improved transportation were also areas of focus from this summit. 

The Roadmap provided a great starting point and targets for improvement, but some of the language 

used is quite vague, making it difficult for a clear path forward for the 118 different points listed. 

Progress was also hindered by the onset of the global COVID-19 pandemic that same year.  

The timeline has essentially expired on this plan, but both parties have demonstrated serious 

commitment to following through on its outline, especially following von der Leyen’s visit and meeting 

with Narendra Modi, the Prime Minister of India. Given the uncertainty of the global market right now, 

bolstering trade agreements and continuing to open and streamline trade have become the priority 

within this partnership. This has been a point of contention in the past, as “talks over a free trade pact 

have stalled over the years due to significant discrepancies between the countries, especially  

on agriculture, automobiles and pharmaceuticals” (Kar, 2025), as well as the environment. However, 

shifting global order and market fluctuations have led to both parties wanting to reopen negotiations 

and create an agreement. Despite these past disputes, in 2024 the EU was India’s second-highest 

trading partner (and the highest in prior years), and Europe sees India as “a sizable and dynamic 

market” given its economic growth (European Commission, n.d.). Within the last decade, there has 

been a trade increase of nearly 90%, and in 2023 and there was almost €60 billion worth of trade  

in services. Europe has also become a leading foreign investor in India. Recognizing this, the efforts  

to finalize a free trade agreement have become much more rapid in order to protect economic security 

in an increasingly volatile global trade environment. American President Donald Trump’s tariff policies 

have created rifts in long-standing alliances, with the United States’ traditional trade partners 

beginning to look towards possible alternatives; “a trade agreement with India would be consistent 

with the EU's desire to build coalitions with like-minded countries to counter the apparent drift 

towards protectionism under the new US administration” (D'Ambrogio, 2025). Von der Leyen  
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and Modi agreed to have a new plan formed by the end of 2025, which will allow for the opening  

of new trade routes and continues to build on these previous initiatives. Both have also committed  

to transparency in negotiations in order for more effective contribution to a free trade agreement,  

and continued work towards the removal of trade barriers.  

Safeguarding common interests and values  

As mentioned earlier, the EU and India have very similar issues that they have expressed interest  

in working together to improve. By combining assets and efforts, this partnership has a lot of potential 

to create meaningful change and development in these various sectors.  

Technology 

In 2023, the EU-India Trade and Technology Council was formed based on three working groups: 

Strategic technologies, digital governance and digital connectivity, green and clean energy 

technologies, and trade, investment and resilient value chains. The TTC aims to “capitalise on both 

parties' strengths to ensure their technological and industrial leadership while preserving their shared 

values” (D'Ambrogio, 2025). As such, this forum boosts activity in many different sectors, but 

technology has moved more to the forefront in recent years. Semiconductor chip production, in 

particular, is a very promising market for India to enter given its manufacturing power and world-

renowned technical capabilities. The Indo-Pacific region produces virtually all of the world’s 

semiconductor chips, which are now essential to everyday life around the world. Directing efforts 

towards chip design and production would be incredibly advantageous for this partnership, especially 

for India from a regional perspective. Furthermore, this would assist with other technological 

improvement and development. Other areas of focus within the TTC include “trustworthy  

and sustainable Artificial Intelligence, high-performance computing, 6G, Digital Public Infrastructure, 

joint research and innovation for green and clean energy technologies” (Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India, 2025). Improved lines of communication, especially digital, were also discussed 

during the February meeting, which would allow for faster, more effective communication  

in advancing these objectives. Continuous, regular meetings of the TTC are also essential in tracking 

progress and ensuring transparency between the two parties.  

Climate and energy 

During the February visit this year, both countries agreed to “further expand and deepen cooperation 

under India-EU partnerships in areas of connectivity, clean energy and climate, water, smart  

and sustainable urbanization, and disaster management as well as work to intensify cooperation in 

specific areas such as clean hydrogen, offshore wind, solar energy, sustainable urban mobility, aviation, 

and railways” (Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 2025). There was also discussion  

of alternative energy sources, resulting in the planning of holding a forum about Green Hydrogen  

and a Business Summit for Offshore Wind Energy. As demonstrated in Graph 1, while neither party is 

the world’s leading CO2 producer, both generated over two billion tons in 2023, and therefore 

recognize the importance of switching to cleaner energy practices before damage levels become 

completely irreversible and even more consequential. Decarbonization has been a point of contention 

between these countries in the past, but both are committed to “clean industrial growth,” as India  

in particular is “highlighting its commitment to renewable energy and to meet its net zero target by 

2070” (Vohra, 2025). Powers uniting on an issue like this could also pave the way for others to join, 

further combatting the negative effects of CO2 emissions.  
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Graph 1: CO2 total emissions by region, 2000-2023 (billions of tons) 

 

Source: The International Energy Agency 

Security 

The strategic importance of a partnership like this cannot be overstated. The Indo-Pacific is a crucial 

region pertaining to global security, and India has a significant role in the region. Maritime security  

and intelligence have become essential, especially considering the increased militarization of the 

region and the repercussions for global supply chains. The EU has formed partnerships with other 

countries and Indian allies, such as South Korea and Japan, and India has joined organizations like  

the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, but both are looking for a more direct partnership to combat  

the escalation in the Indo-Pacific. The EU-India Maritime Security Dialogue holds regular meetings,  

and the EU and India have also held successful joint naval exercises in the region. India has also formed 

partnerships with individual EU member states regarding defense; France and Germany have engaged 

in exchange of intelligence and weapons systems with India and created roadmaps to strengthen 

collaboration on defense. Recently, India also invested in a Swedish defense company, demonstrating 

potential to for Sweden to follow suit as a bilateral defense partner with India. Von der Leyen and Modi 

also discussed the importance of upholding international law and offering support in current global 

conflicts such as the War in Ukraine and escalation in the Middle East.  

India and the Czech Republic 

India’s relationship and activities with other individual EU member states, such as France, show that 

there is great opportunity for the Czech Republic being able to do the same. These countries have  

a diplomatic history dating back to Czechoslovakia but have continued to cultivate a partnership since 

the formation of the Czech Republic, which was strengthened by the Czech Republic’s admission into 

the EU. These governments have expressed interest and commitment to collaborating in many  

of the same sectors as the entire EU, but the Strategic Partnership on Innovation of 2024 created  

a more specific plan for these nations, specifically. It focuses on continuing to improve bilateral 

research for several different things: defense, cybersecurity, the health and medical sector, clean 
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energy, sustainable agriculture. This statement not only demonstrates “an ambition to upgrade their 

bilateral relations to a new qualitative level and recognizing the benefits of strategic approach  

in advancing shared interests through partnerships and joint projects,” but also, both partners’ 

commitment “to deeper engagement within the Indo-Pacific region based on an open, free inclusive 

and rules-based approach” (Indian Ministry of External Affairs, 2024). In line with this, the Czech 

Republic is currently working on developing a program to outsource short-term visa application  

and approval. This would help improve processing time and continue to open work and travel 

opportunities with India. Allowing a freer flow of travel would make these collaborative projects and 

research projects much easier, promoting information exchange in the process and truly capitalizing 

on this initiative’s potential. Each country has significant contributions to offer, especially considering 

their differences in location and geopolitical landscape. In addition to this, from a cultural standpoint, 

both countries’ embassies regularly host events for locals to learn about the other country’s culture. 

Continuing these kinds of efforts will also deepen this partnership on an individual level in both 

countries, sustaining it in the years to come.  

Conclusion 

As powers within their respective regions, increased collaboration and transparency between the EU 

and India can create and build pathways to increase global connectivity. In light of constantly shifting 

global markets and increasing geopolitical tensions, having concrete agreements and partnerships is 

essential in guaranteeing economic security and laying a secure foundation for future development. 

The partnership between the EU and India demonstrates immense potential for technology, 

diplomacy, global security and clean energy. However, both parties need to continue being deeply and 

regularly engaged in meetings and communication in order to maximize these benefits. The world is 

at a crossroads right now; India and the European Union could emerge as a leading example  

for opening trade and reducing isolationist and protectionist policies. 
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