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Donald Trump ran an election 

campaign unlike any other in American 

history, culminating in a victory that 

took many by surprise. The 

unpredictable nature of his campaign, 

his eschewing of traditional political 

correctness, and his lack of political 

experience led to lots of anticipation 

and curiosity for his inaugural speech as 

President. Trump’s inauguration speech 

on January 20th was in many ways a 

more focused and tempered version of 

the brash and zealous speeches he gave 

during the campaign. Despite this more 

subdued take, the content of the speech 

was unsurprising and familiar in tone to 

what he had spent his entire campaign 

harping upon: “putting America first.”  

 

Putting America first means several different 

things to Donald Trump.  One of the biggest 

platforms of Trump’s campaign was the 

promise to put people back to work. He 

focused on this heavily during his speech 

saying, “We will build new roads, and 

highways, and bridges, and airports, and 

tunnels, and railways all across our 

wonderful nation. We will get our people off 

of welfare and back to work - rebuilding our 

country with American hands and American 

labor.” This is a relatively uncontroversial 

goal, but it is a lofty one and it remains to be 

seen just how successfully an infrastructure 

overhaul can be pulled off.  

 

It was not his vague plans to put people back 

to work, however, that made Trump the 

controversial candidate that he was. Illegal 

immigration was a large focus of his 

campaign, but in his speech, he seemed to 

couch his plans to drastically stem illegal 

immigration by placing it into this larger 

context of “America first.” According to 

Trump, illegal immigration is just one aspect 

where the United States will no longer be 

taken advantage. As for foreign policy, 

Trump stuck to what he has repeated over 

and over in the run up to his inauguration. 

He promised to end “radical Islam” (a term 

he often criticized Hilary Clinton for being 

hesitant to use), though just as in his 

campaign, there is no real concrete plan 

offered of just how radical Islam will be 

ended.  

 

Trump also continued to cast himself as the 

political outsider. According to Trump, his 

election signaled a shift of power back to the 

American people, saying “Because today we 

are not merely transferring power from one 

administration to another, or from one party 

to another - but we are transferring power 

from Washington, D.C. and giving it back to 

you, the American people.”  Washington, in 

Trump’s view, has been prospering at the 

expense of the American people, but he as an 

outsider will change that.  

 

For a Presidential inauguration speech, the 

language was at times strikingly stark and 

bleak, especially compared to the previous 

inauguration speeches of Obama. Trump 

used the term “American carnage” to 

describe the poverty, lack of education and 

lack of jobs that he perceives to be plaguing 

the United States. Though he has spent years 

castigating the former administration, most 

notably questioning President Obama’s birth 
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certificate, Trump attempted to appear 

gracious at the beginning of his speech, 

thanking the Obama’s for their help in the 

transition of power. 

 

Trump’s election occurred in an already tense 

and divisive political and social atmosphere. 

Trump addressed this, albeit by framing the 

solution in unquestioned patriotism saying, 

“At the bedrock of our politics will be a total 

allegiance to the United States of America, 

and through our loyalty to our country, we 

will rediscover our loyalty to each other. 

When you open your heart to patriotism, 

there is no room for prejudice.”  

 

The content of Trump’s inauguration speech 

seemed to be almost immediately 

overshadowed by widespread protests and a 

large march for women’s rights on the capital 

the next day. This march, and similar ones 

across the world, garnered large crowds and 

were by and highly skeptical and critical of 

the new President.  

 

Trump and his administration also got 

immediately bogged down with squabbling 

about the number of people that attended his 

inauguration, and whether this number was 

larger than Obama’s inauguration and the 

woman’s march the next day. Trump’s press 

secretary, Sean Spicer, derided journalists in 

his first press conference for what he called 

false reporting on the number of people that 

were at the inauguration.  This led a senior 

Trump aide to describe what Spicer had said 

as just providing “alternative facts,” which is 

a wonderful political phrase, but hopefully 

not an indicator of what the next four years 

of Trump presidency will look like.  

  


