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The media image of Miloš Zeman in Russian media has long been a topic for discussion in the 

Czech Republic. Several years ago, at the time of the most active Russian propaganda, an 

analysis of Russian media was conducted on the subject of Miloš Zeman appearance by analyst 

of the Institute for Politics and Society Roman Máca (2015). Since then, quite a long time has 

passed, this is why the rhetoric of the Russian media could have changed in some ways and 

therefore it was decided to conduct a new study to update this information. 

 

Methodology 

The research method is an investigation of the main search queries related to Zeman in 

Russian-language search engines, news portals, and also on YouTube video sharing. In 

addition, a description of these news portals is provided, as well as the information on the role 

they play in Kremlin's propaganda mechanisms if they are connected with Russian authorities. 

 

The list of media 

First of all, Russian-language search engines Mail.ru and Yandex (Яндекс) were used for the 

analysis, which have a wide functionality, including news section. Next the notorious Russia 

Today and Life.ru were used, which are considered to be the main Russian mouthpieces of 

propaganda abroad. Another media that were used are: an independent once upon a time RBC 

(РосБизнесКонсалтинг – Russian Business Consulting), Vedomosti (Ведомости), which 

retained the relative neutrality, the state-owned RIA News (Риа Новости) and TASS (ТАСС – 

“Telegraph Agency of the Soviet Union”). It has symbolic name, which did not change after the 

Soviet Union collapse. Last but not the least, YouTube video hosting was reviewed. 

 

The first was the search engine Mail.ru. In this case, the query "Земан Милош" (Zeman Miloš) 

was entered in the search box, and it automatically suggested the most frequent queries with 

these words: 
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The first was "Miloš Zeman", then "Zeman Miloš", "Miloš Zeman biography", "Miloš Zeman 

Wikipedia", "Miloš Zeman Age", "Miloš Zeman about Crimea", "Czech President Miloš Zeman" 

and "Miloshu Zamenu", which is a word play in Russian: two letters are rearranged in the 

surname Zeman, and the word "Zamenu" (replacement) is obtained. It is difficult to determine 

with certainty the reason why such a request is popular in the Russian-speaking segment of 

the Internet. 

 

As for the news themselves on this portal. Mail.ru itself does not publish its own news but 

aggregates them from other sources. Being actually owned by the state, it uses pro-government 

sources only. However, since the presidential election in the Czech Republic, only 4 news have 

been published about Miloš Zeman on Mail.ru, of which two are about the progress of these 

elections: 

 

 
 

 

“The Czech Republic will send away Russian “undeclared scouts””, “Atlas with the Russian 

Crimea was withdrawn from circulation in the Czech Republic”, “Zeman leads the presidential 

election in the Czech Republic with 55.88% of the vote”, “Zeman and Drahoš made it to the 

second round of the presidential elections in the Czech Republic.” 

 

Each time the same source is used – RIA News, more details on which will be given later. From 

the first example, we can draw an in-between conclusion that the Russian media began to recall 

the Czech President much less often. Next, the second search engine was used, Yandex: 
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The most frequent requests are also quite adequate ones: “Miloš Zeman”, “Miloš Zeman 

Wikipedia”, “Miloš Zeman attitude to Russia”, “Miloš Zeman biography”, “Miloš Zeman 

inauguration”, “Miloš Zeman photo”, “President of the Czech Republic Miloš Zeman 

biography”, “President of the Czech Republic Miloš Zeman age”, “President of the Czech 

Republic Miloš Zeman drunk”. 

 

In Yandex, like in Mail.ru, there is a search for news by tags, and here are some of the latest 

news on the request “Miloš Zeman”: 

 
In both cases, found news refer about the last US, French and British strikes against Syria, and 

in both cases Miloš Zeman is cited as an ardent critic of these coalition actions. 

 

Now as for the media themselves. There is a huge variety of different media in the Russian 

segment of the Internet, with varying degrees of popularity. The first to be studied is the world-

famous agency Russia Today. Outside of Russia, this news portal is among the main means of 

Kremlin propaganda; Russian government spends hundreds of millions of dollars to finance it 
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annually. In addition, it is published in Russia itself, and has a high popularity among pro-

government citizens. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Over the past 3 months there has been quite a lot of articles about the Czech President, however, 

much less than in 2014 – 2016 years. On Russian Today´s portal we can find following 

headlines: “Zeman said he does not believe in the military conflict between Russia and the 

United States because of Syria, “Czechia extradited Russian Nikulin to the US”, “Zeman on the 

case of Skripal: Britain did not provide any evidence”, “Netanyahu and Zeman congratulated 

Putin on winning the presidential election”, “The inauguration ceremony of the President of the 

Czech Republic took place in Prague”. In the articles themselves, under different pretexts and 

in different contexts, Zeman's position on the policy pursued by Russia is mentioned. 

 

The second scandalously known in the world Russian media is Life.ru (previously LifeNews). 

This platform was the first who published an information about the downed plane of Malaysian 

airlines, calling it the Ukrainian transport plane. Here's what they have written about Miloš 

Zeman since his re-election: 
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“Zeman considered a strike on Syria as a demonstration of stupidity”, “The Czech President 

“caught” Britain in the absence of evidence on the case of Skripal”, “The leader of the Czech 

Republic called Putin a strong president”, “Putin congratulated Zeman on winning the election” 

and so on. Among other things, we can find articles in which the Czech government is presented 

as “the proteges of the West”, and Miloš Zeman as the Czech people's choice, which makes 

him “the only voice of truth” in the country. Interesting thing is that on Life.ru there is a counter 

of reposts and comments. The most popular with a huge margin is a news about the case of 

Skripal (315 reposts), while most of the news related to the Czech Republic and Zeman are 

gaining 0-5 reposts. 

 
The next media, that was investigated thoroughly during the analysis, was RBC 

(RosBusinessConsulting), which is the largest non-governmental media holding in the Russian 

Federation. Nevertheless, in May 2017, it was bought by the Russian oligarch, Grigory 

Beryozkin. For a long time, the only way to keep being an oligarch in Russia is to have close 

ties with the Kremlin and publicly support its policies. In general, the headlines on RBC did 

not differ much from the ones of the above-mentioned platforms: “The Russian hacker stood 

trial in the US court”, Zeman's statement about the lack of evidence in Britain on the “Skripal 

case”, etc. Nevertheless, the approach was different: aimed at a more educated audience, RBC 

is forced to publish more multilateral information about various events in order not to lose its 

readers. 
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Until the year 2015, the newspaper Vedomosti belonged to the Russian Sanoma Independent 

Media, the Financial Times and the Wall Street Journal in equal parts. It was one of two (also 

Forbes) of its kind, where most of the shares were held by foreign companies. At the end of 

2014, a law was passed, according to which the share of foreigners in Russian media cannot 

exceed 20%. After that, Vedomosti was resold, but managed to maintain a relatively neutral 

supply of information, which made it more valued than other popular agencies in Russia. 

 

 
 
At the request of “Miloš Zeman” only 3 news are given from the moment of his re-election, 

wherein 2 of them are actually about his re-election. This shows that Zeman's citation is used 

in Russian media only when its directorate and the audience have a request for it, so Russian 

independent media mention him no more than any other political leader in the world. 

 

RIA News is the state news agency of Russia. Direct ownership of the state tells not only of the 

position of this media, but also of its manner and methods of approach, so the abundance of 

materials on the request of Miloš Zeman is more than expected. 

 

 
“The West stirred up the Middle East, said Zeman”. 

 

 
“Zeman noted the lack of evidence of Russia's participation in the “Skripal case””. 
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“Zeman called Putin a strong president” and “Zeman declared that he would not allow the 

Maidan and the color revolution in the Czech Republic”. 

 

 

Only the brightest headings were selected, because the interface of the site is inconvenient for 

making screenshots. To fully understand the picture, one must bear in mind that almost every 

day an article is published on RIA News, one way or another making a reference to “the best 

friend of Russia” Miloš Zeman. 

 

The TASS news agency is also state-owned in Russia. 

 

 
 
 
One can find headlines like: “Zeman assures that the dialogue between the Russian Federation 

and the US testifies to the absence of a cold war”, “The Czech Premier changed his position 

regarding the attack on Syria after the conversation with the President”, “Zeman says that the 

strike on Syria demonstrated the stupidity of the West” and “Zeman recommended the 

government of Babiš to enlist the support of the Communists and the SPD”. 

 

After the news portals, the analysis shifted to YouTube video hosting. The first thing to check 

was the search line, working as well on the principle of intelligent input. The following results 

were obtained: “Miloš Zeman in Russian”, “Miloš Zeman elections“, „Miloš Zeman and Putin“, 

„Miloš Zeman interview“, „Miloš Zeman femen“, „Miloš Zeman smokes“, „Miloš Zeman 

video“, „Miloš Zeman drunk“, „Miloš Zeman speaks Russian“. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6sWkzkps_s  

 

The first video in the top is about Zeman and Putin talking in Russian during the last visit of 

the Czech President to Russia. This video is a clip from the broadcast of the state television 

channel Russia 24. The emphasis is on the abolition of anti-Russian sanctions (for what Zeman 

stands), on cooperation between the two countries, despite these sanctions, as well as on the 

warm attitude and Zeman’s respect to Russia. 

 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nm2vF524fTg  

 

In this video Miloš Zeman answers the question of Alexei Goncharenko (representative of 

Ukraine) in the PACE about the future of the Crimea and for the first time expresses his idea 

of compensation that Russia could pay to Ukraine. 

 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pF5GT82j_f8  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6sWkzkps_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nm2vF524fTg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pF5GT82j_f8
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Same as 3 years ago, this video is among the first 3, found by the request “Miloš Zeman”. The 

video is about the attitude of Zeman to the Russian women's punk band “Pussy Riot”, and also 

to Khodorkovsky (once in the past he was an oligarch who at one point was deprived of property 

and taken into custody. Now he is an oppositionist), whom Miloš Zeman “does not consider 

political prisoners”. The title of the video is translated as “Czech “thruth-teller”: Zeman have 

translated the name “Pussy Riot” without censorship live”. 

 

The “Novichok” incident 

This review was already planned for publication, but suddenly there was an escalation on the 

topic of the recent poisoning of the British spy Sergei Skripal and his daughter Julia. This 

scandal did not only find its reflection in the Czech Republic, but also in public statements of 

Miloš Zeman. He personally did everything possible to defend Russia's position in this conflict. 

Immediately after that all pro-governmental Russian media have published a huge amount of 

news on this topic. 

 

 
“In London suddenly remembered about Skripal” is the first article, issued on the request of 

“Miloš Zeman” in Yandex News, and its brief description is: “However known for his integrity, 

honesty and decency, as well as his ability to speak the truth in person, the Czech President 

Miloš Zeman ordered to hold ... “. 

 

 
 

The next great example is the news “The controversy surrounding “Novichok” continues in the 

Czech Republic” from the Eurasia Daily in Yandex News feed, which translates as follows: 

“Those who claim that I am defending Russia's interests should understand that I, in reality, has 

denied the Russian statement,” Miloš Zeman said.” It is a question of what Russia had 

previously said about the use of substance A234, yet according to Zeman it was A230 

substance. 

 

There is also a noticeable revitalization of this newsmaker on the portal Mail.ru. So, starting 

from May 3, there were 6 news stories on the tag “Miloš Zeman”, while in both March and 

April there was only one at all. 
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“The Czech Republic admitted to the production and storage of the “Novichok””, “Peskov 

commented on Zeman's words about the “Novichok” analogue”, “The media learned about the 

secret trip of Skripal to Prague” These are just some of published news on the topic. 

 

In general, there is a sharp activation of Russian media mentioning the Czech President, as well 

as his significant personal role in this information campaign of Moscow. 

 

Conclusion 

In fact, there are no significant differences compared to the situation in 2015. Against the 

backdrop of the fact that the rhetoric of Miloš Zeman has not changed, as well as the interests 

of the Kremlin – only some specific examples can differ, and only because of changing the 

actual conjecture. 

 

The only notable exception is the frequency of mentioning the Czech President in the Russian 

media. Most likely, this is due to the fact that the attention and interest of Russians has shifted 

into their own country, and positive statements from outside, especially concerning foreign 

policy, do not cause such a response among people. 

 

In general, the very image of Miloš Zeman remained the same as it was – the defender of the 

truth, the only ally of Russia in the ranks of hostile and evil EU and NATO. Occupying a high 

post within political system of the Czech Republic, this makes him a very convenient speaker 

in this regard. 

 

The recent incident of the poisoning of Skripal and the subsequent development of the conflict 

clearly showed that, if necessary, Russia can still effectively use the Czech President for its 

propaganda purposes. Especially in the Skripal case, the Russian media, defending the position 

of the authorities inside the country, immediately returned to Miloš Zeman's intensified citation, 

as they did several years ago. 
 


