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As the war in Ukraine is continuing, with Europe facing the threat of a gas 
shortage in the upcoming winter and America bracing for the approaching 
midterm elections, there is one thing that countries on both sides of the Atlantic 
must rely on, the Transatlantic Partnership. This partnership has become the 
foundation for global development and dialogue. Cooperation between the 
United States and Europe is critical for shaping responses to the threats that are 
being faced around the world.

This year’s conference on Multiple Challenges for Transatlantic Partnerships 
centred on three key areas: economy, politics, and security. These three areas 
tend to often become intertwined, and we must examine each of these closely 
to find solutions.

One of the keynote speakers, the Vice President of the European Parliament, 
Dita Charanzová, stated that even though there have been turbulent times in 
the history of the Transatlantic Partnership, it has continued to remain strong. 
By being able to restore any tensions, however small, we are restoring and 
building up a greater trust that can only be beneficial in the future. The fact that 
this structured forum exists where we can have these discussions is extremely 
important for the relationship going forward.

“It is crystal clear that we have to keep and 
develop our Transatlantic unity. We are in 
the progress of building that mutual trust.” 
Dita Charanzová 
Vice-President, European Parliament, Renew Europe (Czech Republic)

“The idea of democracy must be protected 
and shared. Europe and USA have to adapt 
to a new geopolitical reality.” 
Jan Erik Surotchak 
Senior Director for Transatlantic Strategy, International Republican 
Institute (USA)
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Panel A - Economic Dimension

“We have seen impressive 
unity between Europe and 
the USA at the political level. 
We should be able to show 
this unity at the economic 
level too.” 
Ondřej Kovařík 
Member, European Parliament, Renew Europe 
(Czech Republic)

Ondřej Kovařík 
Member, European Parliament, Renew 
Europe (Czech Republic)

Jan Macháček
Chairman of the Board, Institute for 
Politics and Society (Czech Republic)

Ieva Ilves 
Advisor on Information and Digital Policy 
to the President, Latvia; former First Lady 
of Estonia (Latvia)

Antonios Nestoras
Interim Executive Director, Head of Policy 
and Research, European Liberal Forum 
(Greece)

Rebecca Christie
Non-resident Fellow, Think-Tank Bruegel 
(USA, Belgium)

Andreas Elfving (moderator)
Head of Policy, Swedish People’s Party 
(Finland)
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The Price of Democracy

As the world emerges from the COVID-19 pandemic and is thrust into the 
consequences of the Russo-Ukrainian war, it has seen a continual assault on the 
world economy. This has forced the Western world to take stock and attempt to 
evaluate the price of democracy and how much we should, as a Transatlantic 
community, pay to ensure we continue to live in freedom.

Ieva Ilves, the Advisor on Information and Digital Policy to the President of 
Latvia, emphasised that one of the strengths of democracy is that it can adjust 
to the challenges facing them, unlike any other form of governance. When 
discussing the current state of the economy in light of the Russo-Ukraine war, in 
fact, we are asking ourselves what the price that we are willing to pay in order to 
defend our values and the values of other like-minded states is. Ilves stated that 
people may think that the closer you are to the adversary, the higher the cost of 
democracy. However, it would be an illusion to believe that you are not at risk if 
you are geographically far from Moscow.

Antonios Nestoras, the Interim Director of the European Liberal Forum, 
agreed with the above statements by Ieva Ilves and further declared that the 
cost of democracy really does not have a price tag. As a collective Transatlantic 
community, we must pay what we have to pay and when doing so, must make 
sure that whatever this price tag is, we divide it fairly among us all.

Inflation

The current economic crisis affecting world economies is the rapid growth in 
inflation rates. Currently, it appears that these rates are not changing monthly as 
per usual, nor even weekly, yet they are seemingly rising daily. Ondřej Kovařík 
pointed out that we, as a Transatlantic community, have not yet emerged from 
the recovery of the COVID-19 pandemic, and now we are facing another crisis.

As governments are attempting to deal with these rapid fluxes in inflation rates 
and the potential of a harsh winter approaching, Ieva Ilves noted that crises are 
a good time for countries to become more efficient, reduce their dependencies, 
and deal with any existing vulnerabilities. The Baltic States are a good example 
of this, as they have been able to remove themselves nearly fully from the need 
for Russian gas.

The impact of these rapid fluxes in inflation rates is most clearly visible in the 
price of staple items throughout Europe. With items such as coffee, alcohol, and 
tobacco rising rapidly in price, it is putting a strain on people’s everyday life. In 
October this year, the inflation rate was the highest it has ever been since the 
single European currency was introduced. The most significant factor for the 
rise in inflation was energy prices which rose roughly 42% compared to last year. 
This coupled with the Russo-Ukraine war which has caused a surge in grain 
prices affecting the inflation rate and cost-of-living within Europe.

When governments and monetary policymakers search for solutions to counter 
these rising inflation rates, Rebecca Christie points towards the United 
Kingdom and the lessons that officials can learn from them. In the United 
Kingdom’s situation, monetary policymakers realised that you cannot begin to 
deal with inflation until you have dealt with financial stability. This has to be the 
top priority for officials when looking to ease inflation.

Economics of Supporting Ukraine

While the Transatlantic community is steadfast in their support of Ukraine and 
determined to see the defeat of Russian aggression, Jan Macháček pointed 
out that Ukraine has now become dependent on foreign aid. There has been a 
major difference in what certain countries and blocs have promised compared 
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to what they have delivered. As Russia has the resources and depth of force to 
continue this aggression for some time, this will mean that countries will have 
to better share the responsibility of aid distribution. The problem that Ukraine 
is facing is that the more they are winning militarily, the more they are losing 
economically, as the country’s economy is continuously declining. Antonios 
Nestoras informed the conference that the current estimates are that this war 
will take approximately one trillion dollars out of the world economy.

While the conflict is taking a large amount of money out of the world economy, 
it has also demonstrated the need to continue supporting free democratic 
countries from aggressors.  This has been accentuated via Poland, with them 
committing nearly 3 billion Euro’s worth of aid to Ukraine 

As Ondřej Kovařík stated, the Transatlantic community’s military and 
economic support to Ukraine has been quite incredible, especially since it has 
never done anything like this before in its history of the partnership. 
The United States are leading the way for the Transatlantic community pledging 
roughly 28 billion in military aid. These efforts have ensured that Ukraine has 
been able to sustain the fight against a stronger adversary. It is important that 
we as a Transatlantic community continue to support Ukraine as they are the 
barrier to stop Russian aggression from entering further into European territory. 
These efforts have ensured that Ukraine has been able to sustain the fight against 
a stronger adversary. The Transatlantic community has also demonstrated 
some cohesion in imposing sanctions, and the coordination in doing so has been 
a good sign for the future of the partnership.

We Recommend:

■ The US and the EU must ensure that democratic countries 
receive economic support to face external actors attempting to 
remove democratic processes from these nations. The EU and 
the US must be cohesive in their sanctions against such actors.

■ Emerging from the COVID-19 recovery and facing a new 
economic crisis, it is essential that the US and the EU focus 
on achieving long-term financial stability, which will enable 
them to halt the inflation crisis. The EU and the US must work 
together to solve the energy crisis and coordinate to ensure 
that we emerge from the winter with enough resources.

Continuation of Economic Crises

For the past decade, the world has suffered from one economic crisis to another 
without being able to catch a break. To continue handling this onslaught of 
crises, our monetary policies must be reimagined. Beginning with the Global 
Financial Crisis, followed by the Eurozone crisis, then the economic shock, 
which was the Donald Trump Presidency, to the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
now the inflation and energy crisis, all of which have continually rocked the 
Transatlantic Partnership, we are in unprecedented economic times.

Rebecca Christie noted that the way Europe handled the Eurozone crisis is a 
great example of how the continent came together to fix an economic crisis. That 
particular crisis exemplified how the Euro can only bounce back to promising 
levels once all the countries begin to work together to solve financial hardships. 
We must learn from these past economic experiences and apply these lessons to 
our current economic situation.

The past decade has made it difficult for monetary policymakers and 
governments to attempt to plan for the future of their economies. Antonios 
Nestoras continued along this line of thinking as he stated that it is remarkable 
how our governments have made it through so many crises, faced almost 
consistent pressures and came out on the other side just as resilient.
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Panel B - Political Dimension

“The polarisation in 
America and Europe is one 
of the biggest challenges the 
Transatlantic Partnership is 
currently facing.”  
Andrea Keerbs 
Resident Program Director, Transatlantic 
Strategy, International Republican Institute 
(USA, Hungary)

Dita Charanzová 
Vice-President, European Parliament, 
Renew Europe (Czech Republic)

Andrea Keerbs
Resident Program Director, Transatlantic 
Strategy, International Republican 
Institute (USA, Hungary)

Sasha Toperich 
Executive Vice President, The 
Transatlantic Leadership Network (USA)

John Lloyd
Journalist, Financial Times 
(Great Britain)

Oleksandra Matviichuk
Head of the Board, Center for Civil 
Liberties (Ukraine)

Jan Havlíček (moderator)
Analyst, Institute for Politics and Society 
(Czech Republic)
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Political Support for Ukraine

The Transatlantic community has remained strong throughout its history and 
will continue to remain so in the future, Sasha Toperich noted. For all the faults 
our Transatlantic partnership has had, we are currently in a battle where we 
must win, and this is to defeat Putin fully and completely. The Transatlantic 
community must keep their focus and support Ukraine because the Russian 
aggression in Ukraine is playing into the bigger global challenges that we are 
facing.

Oleksandra Matviichuk told the conference that the war began not in February 
2022, but in February 2014 and that we have to be tough in our response and stand 
up to Putin. Ukraine is only the beginning, she believes, and the Transatlantic 
community must unite and stop Russia before they go any further.

The political support for Ukraine has been strong. The Western world has 
come together to condemn Putin and his aggression while also showing a great 
deal of support for Ukraine. This is exemplified by the last vote at the United 
Nations on Ukraine, which demonstrated where each country lasts in its 
support. Dita Charanzová finished with the note that the war is broad, it will 
shift theatres, and the world will have been fundamentally changed when it is 
finished.

Far Right and Populism

The far right and other populist parties have been slowly growing and building 
a presence in European and American politics for the past decade. Populism 
is a danger towards our democratic system as it seeks to restrict the rights of 
political, racial, ethnic, and other minorities.

Andrea Keerbs worries that the economic hardships we are facing now 
will lead to further growth in populism and further polarisation in society. 
Oleksandra Matviichuk used the Russo-Ukraine war as a perfect example 
of the growth of the far right. The war is not only of two states, but of two 
systems: authoritarianism and democracy. We have to be careful not to allow 
this authoritarianism to influence other far-right parties that have sprung up 
throughout Europe.

John Lloyd believes that new right-wing parties, which have traditionally 
sought to leave the European Union, have now realised that leaving it would 
essentially be suicidal for their governments. Thus, they are resolved to remain 
in it. These far-right parties are now attempting to change the European Union 
from within. They are no longer protest-based movements. Instead, they are 
quickly becoming part of the political furniture in Europe. As far-right parties 
are becoming more common throughout the Transatlantic community it is 
important that we do not allow them to change the structures that are in place. 
These parties can attempt to further influence society as they seek to imprint 
their identity and beliefs on the Transatlantic partnership.

Global Security

In light of the Russia-Ukraine war, we must make sustained efforts to improve 
global security in order to protect all states from aggressors. Oleksandra 
Matviichuk stated that the international system of peace and security, which 
was in place before the war, has failed to prevent a large-scale war. It is now 
essential to understand how this has happened. As a global community, we must 
recognise that human rights and the rule of law are a matter of common security. 
She also broached the idea of creating a new security architecture that will create 
guarantees for all countries and their citizens, regardless of their participation 
within military blocs. This new architecture would solve the “problem” of NATO 
expanding boundaries while still keeping countries safe from aggressors.

To secure the international system and to better protect states, there needs to be 
better cohesion within our Transatlantic Partnership. Sasha Toperich heeded 
this statement and called for Europe to follow the United States and sanction 
those that the White House has sanctioned. He believes this is the best way 
to protect the European Union and the USA. People must also become more 
critical of their leaders. Some of them are undermining international blocs when 
they take the side of Russia or other countries that oppose the West. European 
and American leaders must come together and work as a unity to preserve and 
improve the global security situation so that all countries can prosper and not 
fear aggression.
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Pivot to Asia

Since the United States is beginning to change its major foreign policy objectives 
in a long-anticipated pivot to Asia, Europe must also start to look towards that 
direction and be prepared for that to emerge as the new stage of geopolitical 
competition. This new stage has already come into play with heightened tensions 
between Taiwan and China and was accentuated by the visit from Nancy Pelosi, 
which put a further spotlight on the tensions. Dita Charanzová wants Europe 
to collaborate more with the US on how we handle the Taiwan-China situation 
as a whole. The USA’s pivot includes its main strategy for a free and democratic 
Indo-Pacific. Sasha Toperich wants Europe to realise this will be America’s 
focus in the future and believes that this strategy should be converted into a 
Transatlantic one.

It is important that Europe is prepared for this shift as China continues its rise 
as a dominant world power. China becoming a world power means they have 
increased influence on the world stage, this can lead to direct conflict with the 
EU and USA over a variety of things, as demonstrated in the US-China trade war 
occurring in the Trump presidency.

In order to do so, it will require a robust military defence, one that Sasha Toperich 
points out will require more than just 2% of the GDP on defence spending. 
He also states that if we want to come out on top against China, we need to stop 
failing in countries where we can make a difference. Since Asia is primed to be 
the location where most things are being manufactured and sourced from, we 
need to be prepared for any potential actions against these states.

We Recommend:

■ The US and the EU must collaborate on handling the growth in 
polarisation and popularity of far-right parties throughout both 
sides of the Atlantic. 

■ As the US continues its policy shift towards Asia, the EU must 
recognise that this will be its central foreign policy going 
forward. The Union must create a concrete plan for its future 
foreign policies in Asia and pave the way for joint US-EU 
projects and potential policies for the Asia-Pacific region.
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Panel C - Security Dimension

“Russia has never separated 
cyber warfare from their 
information warfare. 
This has always been the 
case with Russia, and it is 
something that the West is 
still learning how to do.”
Joanna van de Merwe 
Non-resident Fellow, Center for European Policy 
Analysis (Netherlands)

Kira Rudyk 
Member, Ukrainian Parliament; Leader, 
Voice Party (Ukraine)

Joanna van der Merwe
Non-resident Fellow, Center for European 
Policy Analysis (Netherlands)

Mark Pfeifle 
President and CEO, Off the Record 
Strategies; Former White House Deputy 
National Security Advisor for Strategic 
Communications and Global Outreach (USA)

Robert Pszczel
Senior Fellow, Casimir Pulaski 
Foundation (Poland)

Benedetta Berti
Head, Policy Planning, Office of the 
Secretary General, NATO (Belgium)

Roman Máca (moderator)
Analyst, Institute for Politics and Society 
(Czech Republic)
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NATO

The Transatlantic Partnership has traditionally centred itself around the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO). This has ensured that the partnership has 
a central forum for debate and discussion. In response to the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine, Robert Pszczel stated that in its hour of need, NATO has been strong 
and delivered substantial support for its allies. However, he also pointed out that 
the organisation is a political one first and foremost, and then a military one. 
Thus, it must be recognised that the essence of NATO is rooted in its diplomacy.

Benedetta Berti informed the conference that NATO’s wake-up call was not 
the Russian invasion earlier in the year; instead, it was in 2014 with the illegal 
invasion and subsequent annexation of Crimea. At that time, we began to see 
a shift in military planning and capabilities for the territorial defence of the 
allies. 2022 is the eighth year of positive defence spending. It signifies that the 
countries that makeup NATO are taking their political and defensive situation 
more seriously. This also stirred countries which were initially reluctant to 
participate to begin becoming active members again.

NATO is an important asset for the Transatlantic Partnership. It brings together 
30 countries to form cohesive and communal policies to ensure that all factions 
of this partnership are on the same page. Thus, NATO is vital for the strength of 
the Transatlantic Partnership moving forward.

Disinformation

Disinformation, propaganda, and fake news have been a key part of Russia’s 
arsenal since the end of the Cold War as effective tactics to create chaos and 
havoc in the Western World. This has been played out in a multitude of different 
ways and has reached a new high with the prominence of social media and its 
use in everyday life.

Joanna van de Merwe argues that the reason the Western World has fallen 
behind Russia in terms of comprehension and ability to block disinformation 
is because of the different approaches both sides have taken to it. Russia has 
been especially skilful at utilising social media to its advantage in promoting 

disinformation. The West currently lacks the understanding of how to counter it. 
We have the ability to recognise misinformation and understand the threat it 
poses but cannot fight against it.

Mark Pfeifle agreed with these statements and said that the USA and numerous 
other Western countries have been in a slow-burning war with Russia for many 
years regarding disinformation. To counter the disinformation campaign Russia 
is employing, we need a coherent and constant battle drum of information going 
out, telling the facts about what Russia is doing. To overcome the disinformation 
we are facing, the Transatlantic Partnership needs foundational long-term plans 
coupled with improved education on the topic.

Facing Russian Aggression

The Western World has come to realise that it must stop the Russian aggression 
and ensure Ukraine is the final resting place. We cannot allow Putin to continue 
this aggression in more countries. Kira Rudyk wants the Transatlantic 
Partnership to do more in supporting Ukraine. On the eighth month of the war, 
Ukraine is still asking for the same things as on the first day. How are they meant 
to win if this is the reality? The tyrant, the bully, only understands one language: 
force. We must not be weak in our responses to Russia.

Benedetta Berti agreed with this sentiment and said that the Transatlantic 
Community must remain steadfast in its support for Ukraine and continue to 
supply them with what they need. We must also learn lessons from this war, 
many being tactical and military, especially since this is the most significant 
conflict on European soil since the end of the Second World War.

Robert Pszczel believes that since the beginning of the war, the Ukrainian 
armed forces have quickly become one of the best fighting forces in the world 
and that we should support them throughout this battle. The Transatlantic 
Community must ensure that Ukrainians defeat Putin so that we can put an end 
to Russian aggression.
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Security Environment

The security environment in Europe and the Transatlantic Community as a 
whole has rapidly changed in the past year. Benedetta Berti stated that for 
many of us, our view of the security environment was that of a post-Cold War 
which was stable. There was peace, and conventional threats were unlikely. 
However, the situation changed in 2014. The annexation of Crimea was the 
main wake-up call for the Transatlantic Partnership, and now we see that our 
security environment has deteriorated beyond recognition.

The Transatlantic Partnership must prepare better for a world in which economic 
coercion and blackmail will be utilised against our alliance. Robert Pszczel also 
affirmed that we must be strategic in everything we do going forward, as it is 
crucial for our collective security.

We Recommend:

■ The EU and the US must work together to develop technologies 
and security policies to protect their societies from Russian 
cyberwarfare and disinformation campaigns, which have 
been plaguing the West for over a decade. NATO should be 
the organisation which takes the lead in combatting Russian 
threats to the Transatlantic Partnership, including cyber 
threats. 

■ Despite the Russo-Ukrainian war, the US and the EU must 
ensure that there is an adequate global security environment 
where countries do not have to fear attacks from aggressors. 
To achieve this, the Transatlantic Partnership must look further 
than Russia and China as the sole aggressors and look at other 
security issues that threaten the partnership.

Kira Rudyk shared these sentiments but also pointed out that we must realise 
that the world is larger than just the Transatlantic community. We have the 
global South, Africa, and Asia, where we must create an effective strategy for 
going into the future. Joanna van de Merwe agreed and indicated that there are 
several security concerns in North and West Africa that we have not given much 
attention to because of our focus on Russia.
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The Transatlantic Partnership is facing unprecedented times with the 
Russo-Ukrainian war on its doorstep and a seemingly continual series of 
economic crises. These issues have reaffirmed the notion that both sides 
of the Atlantic must continue collaborating on how they can handle the 
current issues and any that may appear in the future. This partnership 
is vital for both the European Union and the United States of America 
because it allows both sides of the Atlantic the structure for debate and to 
work together on difficult issues that are facing the world at the moment. 
It also benefits the citizens as the partnership can foster closer economic 
links between all the countries involved and can facilitate easier travel 
throughout the partnership for citizens of the countries involved.

As the Russo-Ukrainian war is now entering its nine-month, the EU and 
US must continue assisting Ukraine both financially and militarily. It is 
of the utmost importance that Russia is defeated and cannot attempt 
any further aggression on countries which have transitioned away 
from their Soviet past into democracy. This means that NATO and 
other international organisations which are a part of the Transatlantic 
Partnership should continue to collaborate and supply continuous aid to 
Ukraine, as both sides of the Atlantic have recognised the significance 
of this conflict.

As the US continues its pivot to the Asia-Pacific and making China its 
main foreign policy focus going into the future, it is essential for US 

policymakers to realise that Europe will not adopt such a hard-line stance 
as the US had initially hoped. However, the EU will have to recognise 
this shift in geopolitical theatres and follow in America’s footsteps by 
creating cohesive foreign policy objectives in the Indo-Pacific region that 
are similar to those of the US. The EU and the US must also collaborate 
and be prepared to invoke sanctions, when necessary, in the future. The 
EU has to realise that the US has several allies in the region and must 
begin to create stronger relations with them to better counteract threats 
from the area.

Overall, the past year has demonstrated that the United States and the 
European Union are strong allies who need one another. Having this 
united alliance will enable both sides of the Atlantic to build a stronger, 
more beneficial future for themselves rather than individually. Both 
the US and the EU need to continue to work together to overcome the 
growing polarisation that both societies are facing. While this is not a 
flawless alliance, it is important that whenever disagreements arise, 
both sides unite and overcome them. The US and the EU are much 
stronger when united, and they much remember this fact.
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European Liberal 
Forum
European Liberal Forum (ELF) is the foundation of the European Liberal 
Democrats, the ALDE Party. A core aspect of the forum’s work consists in issuing 
publications on Liberalism and European public policy issues. 

The foundation also provides a space for the discussion of European politics, and 
offers training for liberal-minded citizens. The aim is to promote active citizenship 
in the European Union. The foundation is made up of a number of European think-
tanks, political foundations and institutes. The diversity of membership provides 
a wealth of knowledge and is a constant source of innovation. In turn, we provide 
our members with the opportunity to cooperate on European projects under the 
ELF umbrella. 

ELF works throughout Europe as well as in the EU neighbourhood countries. The 
youthful and dynamic nature of ELF allows us to be at the forefront in promoting 
active citizenship, getting citizens involved with European issues and building an 
open, liberal Europe.

www.liberalforum.eu

Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation for Freedom
Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom is a German liberal foundation with 
over 60 years of tradition. It aims to promote values of liberal democracy, freedom 
and human rights in more than 60 countries all over the world. With safeguard-
ing and development of its statutory projects the Friedrich Naumann Foundation 
for Freedom wants to contribute to shaping the future. Furthermore, it assists the 
development of democratic and constitutional structures by supporting liberal 
parties, NGOs as well as talented individuals. The foundation’s central idea is the 
realisation of freedom and responsibility.

www.freiheit.org

FriedrichNaumannStiftungFreiheiteuropeanliberalforum

stiftungfuerdiefreiheiteurliberalforum

@stiftungfreiheit@EuropeanLiberalForum

FNFreiheitEurLiberalForum
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Institute for Politics 
and Society
Institute for Politics and Society is a Czech think-tank founded in October 2014. 
The mission of the Institute is to cultivate the Czech political and public sphere 
through an in-depth and open discussion and to create a living platform which 
addresses problems and offers recipes for their solutions through international 
conferences, seminars, public discussions, political and social analyses available 
to the whole Czech society. We believe that an open discussion is a prerequisite 
for any successful solution to political and social problems. 

Our main themes are foreign and security policy, defence, European matters, 
but also schooling, digitalisation, power industry, urbanism, life in a city and in 
the public space, values in politics and human rights in our country and abroad.

www.politikaspolecnost.cz/en/
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