INSTITUTE
FOR POLITICS
AND SOCIETY

May 2025

Potential for greater involvement of foreign
students in higher education in the Czech Republic

Martin Zeman

Summary

Increasing the number of foreign students at Czech universities, especially from developed
countries such as the USA and the UK, presents a strategic opportunity to strengthen the financing
of universities, increase their internationalism, and at the same time partially solve the problem
of the long-term shortage of qualified workforce in the Czech Republic. Moreover,
from the perspective of international comparison, student life in the Czech Republic is financially
less demanding.

Key Takeaways

e A primary reason for the lack of interest in higher education abroad is financial burden.
e Tuition fees at Czech universities and the cost of student life in the Czech Republic create
a comparative advantage for Czech schools.
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e Expanding the number of foreign students can not only increase the budgets of universities
but also increase their internationalization and help to solve the problem of the shortage
of qualified labor.



In the academic year 2024/2025, a total of 284,000 people will study at Czech public and private
universities. Almost one in five university students (17.8%) do not have Czech citizenship (CSU, 2024a).
In terms of the representation of foreign students by citizenship, Slovak citizens clearly dominated,
reaching almost 22 thousand in 2023. The number of students from other EU Member States did not
exceed one thousand. Among third countries, students with Ukrainian citizenship prevailed in 2023
(6.8 thousand), followed by Russian citizens (6.3 thousand), students from Kazakhstan (3 thousand),
India (1.9 thousand) and Belarus (less than one thousand) (CSU, 2024b). These students attended both
Czech and foreign language study programs.

The opportunity which foreign students provide is largely unrealized by foreign university programs.
Increasing the number of foreign students at Czech universities, especially from developed countries
such as the United States or the United Kingdom, represents a strategic opportunity to strengthen
the funding of universities, gradually increase their degree of internationalization, and develop
the language skills of Czech students, which are often not at a sufficient level. At the same time, these
students could contribute to solving the Czech labor market’s long-term shortage of skilled labor.

Student life is expensive

Getting a good education, a broader perspective, and new experiences are some of the main reasons
why students leave their home countries. The Czech Republic has several advantages from the point
of view of those interested in higher education but has not yet exploited them sufficiently. These
include, first and foremost, the combination of quality teaching facilities, a favorable cost of living,
a safe environment, and a rich cultural and social life - all combined with attractive locations.

The cost of tuition fees alone is extremely high in many countries and is one of the deciding factors
why students choose to drop out of university. According to the Education Data Initiative (2025), US
universities are the most expensive in the world - public education costs more there than anywhere
else. The average public university charges its undergraduate students $9,596 per academic year
(Figure 1). Master's programs are even more expensive - in the 2022/2023 academic year, the most
expensive education was in Lithuania, where the average tuition fee was USD 13,234. US programs
were the second most expensive, charging USD 12,956 per academic year.

Chart 1: Average tuition fees for bachelor programs in selected countries in 2023
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Source: Education Data Initiative, 2025, own elaboration.



Studying in the Czech Republic would be more financially advantageous for many international
students than pursuing higher education their own countries. For example, in terms of payments
for university education, the current (i.e. inflation-adjusted compared to the year on which Chart 1 is
based) annual tuition fee at the University of Economics in Prague for Economics, Business
Administration, International Business and other programs is EUR 5,000 (VSE, 2024). The Czech
Technical University's programs are priced at a flat rate of EUR 4,400 (CTU, 2024). Charles University
offers programs with a broader range of prices, including Media and Area Studies from EUR 3,000 per
academic year, Teacher Education of English Language, Public and Social Policy programs at EUR 6,000
to Dentistry and General Medicine programs at EUR 24,250 (Charles University, 2024). Thus, in terms
of international competition, Czech universities are not only qualitatively competitive, but also
financially more advantageous.

Moreover, tuition fees alone are not the only factor in the affordability of education in a country.
The cost of housing, food, transport, and the cost of cultural and social activities are also central
to university life. From this perspective, full-time students have the highest annual costs
in Luxembourg, followed by the United States and the United Kingdom, at USD 36,000 and USD 35,000
per year respectively (the latest available data is from 2021, since then price levels in each country
have increased relatively significantly following the inflation crisis).

Chart 2: Annual cost per full-time student in 2021
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Source: Education data initiative, 2025, own elaboration.

Research from the UK in 2023 looked at what is stopping young people from applying to university.
Almost a quarter of Britons don't think it's worth going to university. The main reason they gave was
financial strains, specifically the cost of tuition fees (49%), student loan debt (42%) and being able to
get a good job without having a degree (37%).

Nearly three-quarters of potential students (73%) from poorer backgrounds are discouraged
from going to university and around the same proportion of respondents report that students struggle
with high levels of debt (72%). Perceptions of financial hardship vary across generations but are not
entirely divergent.



Chart 3: Reasons for not pursuing higher education in the UK
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Benefits for the Czech Republic

The financial accessibility of higher education to international students may be the biggest Czech
comparative advantage. Benefit to the Czech Republic will be gained as many international students
are classified as self-payers for studies. This means that when paying full tuition fees, revenue
from these students can cover or even exceed the real cost of the school per student. Universities thus
receive additional funds in addition to those from the state budget, which they can use to develop
infrastructure, support academic activities or improve the quality of teaching. In addition, foreign
students participate in the Czech economy and purchase various goods and services, which in turn
increases domestic consumption and therefore economic growth.

Currently, the largest numbers of self-pay students in the Czech Republic come from India
(1,028 students in 2023), ltaly (600 students) and Germany (554 students). The largest number
of foreign students studied Health and Social Care, Welfare (9,168 students), followed by Business,
Administration and Law (8,972 students) and Information and Telecommunication Technology
(7,632 students) (CSU, 2024b). It is therefore clear that the current regional structure of foreign
students is not entirely in line with the preferences of the Czech Republic, with only a limited number
of applicants coming from the regions we are targeting such as the USA or UK.

Moreover, a higher proportion of international students contributes to a higher degree of globalization
of higher education and the academic environment. Gradually, there is a more intensive exchange
of experiences, improvement of language skills not only of students but also of teachers, a deepening
of intercultural understanding and, ultimately, an increase in the attractiveness of universities
internationally. At the same time, pressure on the quality of teaching is increasing, programs in English
are being developed, and cooperation with foreign universities is being strengthened. The language
of science is clearly English, and therefore expanding teaching in this language can lead to higher
quality scientific outputs from individual academic departments.



Foreign university students who graduate in the Czech Republic are also natural candidates
for employment in the Czech labor market. Not only do they know the domestic environment, but they
also have high qualifications (obtained in the Czech university system) and often at least a basic
knowledge of the language. If the state allows them to easily transition from study to work, these
graduates can help to effectively fill gaps in the labor market in key sectors such as information
technology, healthcare, research or technical fields. For this to occur the state must maintain an active
policy to ensure the possibility of obtaining a work visa after graduation, an administratively simple
entry into employment, and language or integration support.

Targeting students from the US and the UK has a significant geopolitical dimension in addition
to the economic one. Greater involvement strengthens transatlantic ties, facilitates contacts
with prestigious universities, and can contribute to long-term cooperation in research, development
and business.

Conclusion

In conjunction with increasing the proportion of foreign university students, it is necessary to simplify
the administrative processes leading to their admission, to strengthen the marketing of public
universities in the target countries and to emphasize the comparative advantages of studying
in the Czech Republic. At the same time, itis necessary to promote the development of study programs
in English, including the offer of internships and work experience during studies. Growth in the number
of foreign students contributes to increasing the quality of studies and international reputation
of the Czech Republic as an educational destination, in competition with the Netherlands, Germany
and Scandinavian countries.
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