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Rape equals probation. Right?
Irena Krchdkova

Summary

Rape is a criminal act of a sexual nature that unexpectedly united Czech society. People in town
squares across the Czech Republic are protesting its inadequate sentencing. Ministry of Justice
employees are reviewing cases, filing objections, and lodging complaints. Legislators in the Czech
Parliament are expressing their dissatisfaction with one voice and, in a rare consensus, pushing
for a change in legislation. The trigger was a recent case where a stepfather raped his stepdaughter
and was given probation as punishment.

Key takeaways

e Sexual violence has recently received more attention in society. MPs have approved a change
in legislation and enacted a more precise definition of the term rape.

o An alarming number of women have experienced rape or similar forms of violence, but there is
a lack of resources across the country that provide sufficient medical, psychological, and legal
assistance to victims.

o Only a small percentage of cases end up in criminal proceedings.

e Violent offenders leave court with probation or a short sentence. The Supreme Court then returns
the cases for further investigation.



What is rape; “no means no”

The new definition of rape is any sexual intercourse or comparable practice that is carried out against
the will of one of the parties involved. Simply put, rape is an act where the victim makes it clear that
they do not consent. There is no need for a threat of violence — as has been the case previously.
In the past, to be determined as rape it was necessary that the sexual intercourse had to be forcible,
or under the threat of violence (Rambouskova, M., 2024). Also new in the law is the definition
of committing a crime through abuse of defenselessness. The amendment introduced the concept
of “severe paralyzing stress”, i.e. a situation where the victim does not actively resist because the stress
makes them stiffen or freeze. According to experts, this is a perfectly normal reaction in such
a situation.

The amendment to the law, which was passed by lawmakers last year, was drafted by
the subcommittee on the issue of domestic and sexualized violence, chaired by Tatiana Mala (ANO).
“The change in the definition does not target those who realize that it is simply normal to have
the consent of two or more people who are involved in sex and only targets those who do not consider
it normal and think they have the right to have sex with someone,” Mala told lawmakers (PS hearing,
2024a). Negotiations in the Chamber of Deputies were easy, with opposition representatives even
exchanging compliments with the coalition. In the end, 168 out of 169 registered legislators voted
for the redefinition (PS meeting, 2024b).

Harassment and sexual violence: A societal problem that remains
taboo

At some point in their lives, more than half of women have been the target of some form of sexual
violence. Around one in five have been raped, and most of them have had to deal with some kind
of consequences, not only psychological. This is according to a proFem survey conducted
by MindBridge Consulting (proFem, 2024). The results of the survey helped to illustrate just how
serious of a problem this is. Victims of sexual violence reported experiencing problems with their
health, relationships, work, and studies. Respondents who had experienced rape before the age of 15
said that it had had a negative impact on their later life.

The survey also found that 90% of the time the perpetrator of sexual violence is someone the victim
knows. In about 50% of cases, it was a current or past partner or spouse. In one third of the cases,
it was someone outside the family but known to the victim. Only 12% of the rape victims said it was
a new or casual acquaintance and in 7% of cases it was a family member.

“This is hard data that speaks to the need to pay attention to the issue and to develop services where
they are lacking,” said Czech Government Human Rights Commissioner Klara Simackova Laurencikova
(Ceské noviny, 2025a). For this reason, contact centers are gradually being established in the Czech
Republic where victims of sexual violence can seek help. The PORT Centre for Victims of Sexual
Violence in Prague, which began operating last year, has provided support to 1,037 women and men.
However, there is still a lack of these help centers. For example, there are none in remote regions,
including localities or smaller towns.

Victims of sexual violence face a range of challenges. The most common are psychological
consequences — such as increased sensitivity, lowered self-esteem, feelings of guilt, and even forms
of self-harm. Victims then are forced to urgently seek professional help. Experiencing sexual violence



is also linked to various types of chronic psychological effects that the victim may suffer from,
which ultimately limit their daily functioning, these include depression, post-traumatic stress disorder,
and panic attacks. Equally serious are physical chronicillnesses such as migraines, indigestion, and back
pain.

Rape and other forms of sexual violence also disrupt the daily life of the victim. Not only does society
or the surrounding community look at the victim in a different and often critical light, but it also
ultimately leads to a serious disruption of normal life — the end or interruption of studies, hobbies,
and attendance. It may cause incapacity for work or loss of friends and possibly separation from family.

Equally serious are the impacts on reproductive health. The victim may very well contract a venereal
disease, get an infection, or become pregnant.

All of this, alone or in combination, can make the victim suicidal or even cause them to carry out
the act.

Don’t remain silent: call the police!

More than half of the women who have ever experienced rape have remained silent. They never say
anything to anyone. A third of women confided in their loved ones. In the end, only a tiny percentage
of victims went to the police. According to police findings, about five to six per cent of rapes are
reported. Ms. Laurencikovd added that in 2023 there were 900 reported crimes.

However, calling the police is easier said than done, for several reasons. The first, and perhaps most
serious, is that the woman puts herself in the role of the victim and must tell the investigator in detail
about the extremely traumatic experience. She often must recount her experience not once or twice,
but several times. She is reminded of the trauma she has experienced continuously, and not always
sensitively by the police, for the sake of the investigation. She then must re-describe her experiences
during the trial, in front of witnesses and possibly in front of the perpetrator’s face. It may then happen
that the numerous testimonies do not coincide, and legal inconsistencies arise.

Being labelled a victim of sexual violence also carries a stigma in society. At the very least, family
and friends, colleagues at work or school will know that it is she who has been wronged. And that can
be met with criticism, even today. Moreover, perhaps surprisingly for some, the view that “she
probably deserved it” or “she should have dressed appropriately” is still common. But that’s not
the case — even if a woman walks down the street completely naked, if she says “no,” no one has the
right to touch her.

Additionally, the victim must deal with the psychological or physical consequences of the crime, which
can be managed to varying degrees, and the constant infliction of trauma — which can ultimately last
for years — has an impact on social life and health.

Finally, the victim can only hope that the rapist gets the punishment deserved from the court. Even
for repeated rapes over several years, perpetrators may only receive probation. The victim may then
rightly ask the question: “Do | need to undergo this trauma for so little payoff?”

Rapists should go to jail

How many rape cases end in disproportionate punishment? Almost half of rapists get their sentences
in court. This is based on data from the Jaktrestame app, which has information directly from
the Ministry of Justice (Jaktrestame.cz). Between 2020 and 2022, 591 male offenders were convicted.



of rape (under the old definition). Of these, 54% received an unconditional prison sentence. A further
32% received a suspended sentence and 12% a suspended sentence with supervision. Of course, it is
difficult to determine from these figures that, in general, the courts punish offenders lightly, but it does
tell us something about the system.

It should also be added that most sentences for rape are at the lower end of the criminal range.
Moreover, the vast majority of victims never receive any compensation. “For rape, a quarter of those
convicted received a sentence at the lower end of the rate, and for three-quarters of all convicted
persons the total length of the sentence did not exceed half of the statutory maximum rate,” reads an
analysis by ProFem (Pro Fem, Smidova, 1., Havlikova, P., 2023). As many as half of the sentences
for this particularly serious crime are imposed below the lower limit of the penal rate. It is clear from
this data that the more serious the offence, the more lenient the punishment the more often sentences
are imposed at or below the lower end of the relevant sentencing range.

Cases that have attracted attention, unfortunately

The case of the girl who was repeatedly raped by her stepfather has undoubtedly attracted the most
attention. He filmed the underage girl during intimate intercourse and forced her to have sex
up to five times a week for almost a year and a half. The district court gave him a three-year sentence,
but the Brno Court of Appeal upheld the man's appeal and reduced the sentence to three years’
probation. After a wave of criticism and protests, Minister Pavel Blazek (ODS) filed a complaint
for violation of the law and the case was taken up by the Supreme Court. However, the verdict could
not be changed. It merely stated that the regional court had violated the law and that the sentence
for rape and distribution of child pornography was disproportionately light (Svoboda, T. 2025).

The girl subsequently appealed to the Constitutional Court, seeking, for example, the right
to an effective investigation. Unfortunately, she was largely unsuccessful. The judges merely stated
again that the Regional Court in Brno had violated the victim’s rights by imposing only probation on
her stepfather. However, the verdict stands. In future, however, the Constitutional Court stressed that
when courts impose a suspended sentence for sexual offences, they must give thorough reasons for
doing so, as not to undermine the preventive function of the sentence. The Constitutional Court’s
ruling opened the possibility for the girl to seek compensation from the state.

The perpetrator remained free on parole four years ago. The man lured a female acquaintance to his
house, hoping that she would provide help around the house. He then beat and raped the girl in
the presence of another woman. But the girl broke free and ran away. The district court in Louny
decided on a three-year unconditional sentence. However, an appeal heard the man's objections,
and he was given a five-year suspended sentence.

The same rapist is now being prosecuted for a very similar crime — the rape and torture of a woman
in the Louny region. He kept the woman he abused in his basement for three months. She also
managed to escape and ring her neighbors, who called the police. The accused is now in custody
and faces up to 12 years in prison. Due to the exceptional nature of the case, the Ministry of Justice is
looking into the events.



A woman from the Pilsen region who tortured her partner’s son for three years also received
probation. According to the verdict, she locked the boy in a closet from the age of four, taped his
mouth and eyes, tied his limbs and strangled him. At the Regional Court in Plzen, the woman served
a four-year unconditional sentence for rape and extortion in December 2023. But the High Court then
overturned the sentence and imposed three years with a five-year suspension period. Supreme State
Prosecutor lgor Stfiz eventually intervened in the case and disagreed with the legal assessment.
The Supreme Court agreed with him and ruled that the case should be reopened.

The actions of the priest were immoral, but it was not a criminal act. That is the conclusion of the police
investigation into the case of a woman who was sexually assaulted and raped by her priest
and a teacher at the theology faculty. The case went all the way to the European Court of Human Rights
in Strasbourg. The assaulted woman asked for compensation, which she eventually received.
In addition, the ECHR found that the Czech authorities had violated Articles 3 and 8 of the European
Convention on Human Rights because they had not sufficiently investigated the circumstances
of the case. The woman did not directly resist or explicitly refused sex. However, according to her,
she was paralyzed because of her assailant’s position as a priest and only confided her negative feelings
afterwards.

A recent case of partner rape has also caused a stir in society, although not because of the sentence.
According to the findings of the Constitutional Court, the police and prosecutors failed to ensure
an effective investigation. Their conclusions are said to be in extreme contradiction with the content
of the case file. The assaulted woman appealed to the Supreme Court. The case is specific in that
the offence was supposed to have been committed between partners who, moreover, included
elements of BDSM (light masochistic practices) in their sexual life. However, the man allegedly
disrespected the woman’s wishes and forced her to have repeated intercourse. Police officers dropped
the criminal complaint on the grounds that the man could not be sure whether his partner was not
consenting to the sex or whether it was just part of a “game.” However, the woman ended up with
mental health problems and the incident led to her partial disability. Commenting on the Constitutional
Court’s ruling, Judge-Rapporteur Zdenék Kiihn said that if such a case falls into the hands
of investigators, they must deal with suspicions very precisely and credibly. “We have obliged the state
prosecutor’s office to evaluate the evidence in a new and better way, in particular not to start
from things that have not yet been proven, but rather, from the thesis that there was a common
practice of fake rape and that the complainant normally defended herself against such attacks only
by sight,” Kiihn said (Echo24, 2025).

It’s possible: cases where rapists have ended up in prison

There are many, many cases where the perpetrator ended up in prison. Many men have been
sentenced to years in prison for rape. In most cases, the sentence is between three and twelve years
behind bars. The question of whether the judicial system can adequately punish a rapist is not relevant;
instead, we should ask why sometimes the system works and sometimes it doesn’t.

The most famous rape cases from recent years undoubtedly include the case of psychiatrist Jan Cimicky
and former MP Dominik Feri.



Jan Cimicky was charged with four counts of rape and thirty-five counts of extortion. According
to the unconfirmed verdict, he was to serve five years behind bars. He allegedly committed the crimes
over a period of forty years, and his victims were mostly female patients or students who were
interning at the hospital. Commenting on the case, the judge said the doctor took advantage of the
distress of women who came to him for help and abused his position to satisfy his own sexual desires.
Cimicki has long denied guilt, and an appeals panel concluded in his favor at the end of April.
The District Court for Prague 8 must retry the case. The defense lawyer pointed out that the victims —
women who were allegedly raped and blackmailed — testified differently before the police
and in court (Ceske Noviny, 2025).

Dominik Feri was indicted in late 2022 for two counts of rape and one count of attempted rape.
All the cases involved young women who fell under the spell of a young and very successful politician,
among the victims was a graduate of law school in Prague. From the beginning, Feri maintained his
innocence and asked the court to verify the girls’ statements. In the end, he was sentenced to three
years behind bars. Even the Supreme Court did not help the former politician, who pointed to was wan
unduly harsh verdict. The case will now be considered by the Constitutional Court. Meanwhile, police
have charged Feri with another rape.

And other cases: a doctor who was sentenced to 7.5 years for raping an underage patient, six years
in prison for an orderly who raped an anaesthetized patient, and a twelve-year verdict over a repeat
offender for raping a woman who waited outside her son’s school.

Victim First

The physical and psychological trauma can continue to affect victims of sexual violence for many years
after the abuse itself.

The Supreme Court has been quite vocal on behalf of the rights of victims of sexual crimes, particularly
in the matter of investigations. In its decision from April this year, it stated that courts in the future
must carefully consider whether repeated interviews of underage rape victims are necessary,
and whether they risk further trauma. The Supreme Court dealt specifically with the case of a young
woman seeking compensation for injury. The girl had been repeatedly groped and raped by her father
for eight years, between the ages of six and fourteen years old. The man eventually received
an eight-year prison sentence from the court in Ceské Budé&jovice, which was also confirmed
by the Supreme Court in 2020. The young girl herself testified seven times in the case. But the lengthy
trial took a toll on her health, and she began to suffer from severe psychological problems leading her
to self-harm.

Among other things, the Supreme Court pointed out the possibility for errors and insensitivity in official
procedures. Specifically, the decision states that the law enforcement authorities and courts were
unable to conduct interrogations in such a way as to obtain all the necessary information.

The first thing to think about is the victims, who in many cases have been harmed for years. The official
procedure and, consequently, the behavior of police officers, officials, and others involved
in the investigation and the trial itself must be sensitive to the needs of the victims.

In addition to this, the expansion of access to centers that are able to provide support to victims across
society, in the medical, psychological, and legal fields, is also needed. Such centers already exist



in Prague, but they need to be available in every region. The system will only work successfully if there
is systematic and predictable public funding for these services.

Equally important is the cooperation of various agencies that can help the victims. Key institutions
and organizations, medical facilities, NGOs, legal offices, and of course, legal and police forces should
share information continuously and systematically and try to aid victims.

Last but not least, is education. To spread awareness in society that violence is wrong. That rape is
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a crime; that “no means no
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