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Summary

Youth civic engagement in the Czech Republic is limited, with many young people feeling
disconnected from and uninterested in politics and community engagement. However, the
advantages of strong civic engagement are numerous. Adopting methods from the United States,
which boasts healthy youth involvement in volunteering, decision making, political actions,
and local initiatives may prove effective for the Czech Republic. In the face of low civic
engagement, the Czech government has adopted numerous strategies to encourage increased
involvement, particularly amongst young people.

Key Takeaways

Despite the numerous benefits of civic engagement, Czech youth show low levels of political
and community involvement.

Some civic engagement practices used in the United States may offer adaptable ideas for the
Czech context, though they must be considered with cultural and systemic differences in mind.
The Czech government has displayed a commitment to encourage civic engagement amongst
youth; however, the effectiveness of these strategies is unclear.



Introduction

Civic engagement encompasses a variety of actions. While the term is often thought of in a purely
political sense, other actions such as volunteering and community involvement can all be included.
The benefits of strong civic engagement amongst a population are numerous. Psychological health,
democratic institutions, community services, and economies have all been shown to improve as civic
engagement grows (World Bank, 2025). Despite the variety of benefits to society which stem from
citizen participation, the Czech Republic, similarly to other post-communist states, lacks a strong sense
of civic engagement.

A weak sense of civic engagement

When polled, a mere 25% of Czech youth identified participation in politics and civic initiatives as
important or very important (Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, 2021: 33). Alongside this lack of engagement
is a sense of disenfranchisement with the larger political system, often further hindering young people
from engaging in politics. Beyond a lack of interest in political involvement, social markers were
perhaps even more surprising. When compared to other countries on civic engagement factors such
as rates of volunteering, donations to charity, and willingness to help others the Czech Republic fell to
the bottom of the list, ranking 121st of 140 countries in overall civic engagement (Gallup, 2016: 15).

The general attitude regarding politics among Czechs, including youth, seems to be one
of disengagement, like that of other post-communist and European countries. The Czech Republic’s
communist past has led to deep-rooted distrust in both the state and civil society. Additionally, many
European countries, with strong state-led programs, require less citizen participation, making
involvement more of a choice.

When discussing low levels of engagement in civil society young Czechs have cited an absence of
representation and connection to politics. Moreover, there appears to be a lack of understanding
regarding the issues impacted through politics. One young Czech who was interviewed regarding civic
engagement stated “I get the impression that politics does not affect me directly. So far, | am a carefree
student, so | am not concerned about taxes just yet,” indicating that the only reason to involve oneself
in politics is taxation (Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, 2021: 43). Other young people expressed a feeling of
hopelessness around the political climate, expressing: “Our generation doesn’t talk about politics
much; we have somehow given up because all the news is so horribly negative” (Friedrich-Ebert-
Stiftung, 2021: 43). Alongside a feeling of overwhelm regarding current events, Czech youth feel poorly
represented in institutions and organizations, 79% stated youth are not at all or poorly represented in
National Government, 71% felt the same about religious institutions, and 70% shared the sentiment
for political parties (Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, 2021: 46).

Despite a lack of civic engagement and interest in politics, young Czechs express concern over a variety
of social and political issues. When asked, 89% of Czech youth expressed concern over climate change
and pollution (Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, 2021: 36). Social injustice was the second most important issue
among young people, with 82% identifying it as a worrying issue (Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, 2021: 36).
The interest exists, however, knowledge, representation, and opportunities for engagement are
lacking.

While Czech youth show low levels of engagement overall, there have been notable efforts, including
local initiatives and national strategies, aimed at reversing this trend.



Effective approaches to youth involvement

In its mission to grow youth civic engagement the Czech Republic may look to other countries which
have strong participation among young people, such as the United States. Beyond the United States,
several European countries such as Finland and Germany have implemented successful civic education
programs that emphasize critical thinking, local participation, and student representation. However, it
is important to acknowledge that strategies effective in one country may not directly translate to
another due to differences in political culture, history, and civic institutions.

The United States has a long-standing history of civic engagement among young people, with historic
protests such as the anti-war movement, and modern actions such as the Black Lives Matter
movement, pushes for gun control, and climate related actions being led by young people. In 2024,
67% of people aged 18-24 intended to participate in civic actions (Institute for Citizens and Scholars,
2023), significantly more than the 25% of Czechs that saw civic engagement as important (Friedrich-
Ebert-Stiftung, 2021: 33).

So how can the Czech Republic take inspiration from the United States to encourage young people to
become more active in their communities and engaged in politics?

Civic engagement often begins in the classroom. Utilizing project-based learning approaches
and discussing current events openly allows students to develop critical thinking skills and builds media
literacy and engagement in politics. Curriculum in the United States focuses on civic education,
and courses discussing democracy, government, and opportunities to be civically engaged are often
required as part of the core curriculum. The Czech Republic should similarly require all students to take
a course which teaches about the structure and importance of the government, and the significance
of civic engagement.

Additionally, creating student held roles in schools and local communities can offer students a chance
to engage in decision making processes, and create a difference in issues personal to them.
Collaboration between schools, the government, and the nonprofit sector can provide opportunities
for leadership and encourage community involvement. In the United States local governments such as
school boards often have a few student-held positions, additionally, state governments offer
internships in conjunction with schools to provide real experience and knowledge for students. By
adopting similar practices, the Czech Republic can spark greater interest and participation in politics
among youth.

Another common form of civic engagement for young Americans is volunteering, 46% of youth aged
14-17 reported volunteering in some capacity in the 2022-2023 year (Kids Count Data Center, 2024).
Volunteering opportunities come in a variety of options including through religious organizations,
community centers, homeless shelters, and youth organizations. In the United States young people are
often encouraged to volunteer by their school, with opportunities for recognition being granted by
many schools. Community engagement is additionally seen as important for those who hope to pursue
higher education. While resume building may encourage volunteerism, the experience helps young
people to grow connections to their communities and develop a sense of greater purpose. Developing
volunteering opportunities and incentives is another method which the Czech Republic may utilize to
build lifelong practices of civic engagement.

Funding youth-led social action and community projects through grants is another way which the
United States encourages civic engagement. Various organizations provide small grants to young
people who lead projects which aim to help their community or fill local needs. Through the funding
of these projects young people are empowered to take leadership roles and be proactive in community



engagement projects. Adopting a similar approach to supporting youth-led initiatives in the Czech
Republic can encourage young people to create creative solutions to local needs and emphasize the
importance of being active in community issues.

Numerous examples can show the impact these practices have on youth engagement. One of these is
March for our Lives, a student-led organization and movement created following the Parkland school
shooting in 2018. Initial protests drew over 1 million participants nation-wide, many being students.
Schools throughout the United States saw students walking out of class to speak out against gun
violence, and many teachers used this opportunity to discuss the issue, further building civic education.
In mobilizing so many young people on a personal issue March for Our Lives has encouraged young
people to take an active role in politics, through voting and beyond. When surveyed four out of five
Americans aged 14 to 30 stated that gun violence is a problem in the United States (PBS, 2023). March
for Our Lives has given students an outlet to voice their concerns and encouraged voting among young
people.

Despite its generally strong sense of civic engagement the United States faces a differing set of issues
to the Czech Republic, most namely inequality and systematic barriers, particularly of marginalized
youth. Property tax-based school funding creates inequalities for low-income students and a lack of
engagement among Black youth, limiting their likelihood to participate in political actions, and to vote
in adulthood (Ballard BYU, 2021). Additionally, and similarly to the Czech Republic, many young people
in the United States feel that their involvement doesn’t make a difference. In a 2022 survey 42% of
American youth stated that they believe their vote “doesn’t make a difference”, a number which is
rising as politics become increasingly sensationalized and polarizing (IOP Harvard, 2022).

Policies and actions in the Czech Republic

Reforming and building civic engagement is a process which requires effort through policy, education,
and financial initiatives. The Czech Republic has expressed a desire to foster civic engagement and
participation, with a focus on young people. To do so various policies have been introduced which
focus on steps to build active participation. Initiatives used in countries such as the United States have
proved effective, yet implementation in the Czech Republic may face barriers. Lack of public trust
in the government, funding for civic society organizations, and limited coordination regarding civil
society all hinder engagement (European Civic Forum, 2024: 8).

Previously the 2014-2020 National Youth Strategy was enacted to promote civic and political
engagement amongst young people. The OECD recognized this strategy as the 6th highest quality
among OECD member states, indicating promising results for an increase in youth participation
(European Commissions, 2025). However, measures of implementation were unclear, and the policies’
auditing contained numerous mistakes, discrediting information regarding the effectiveness of the
strategy (European Commission, 2025). Goals of the strategy included motivating informed
and responsible public involvement, ensuring knowledge of the possibilities of participation, and the
support of participation in civic engagement.

The current and updated policy for youth engagement is the Czech Republic Education Strategy 2030+,
which comparably to the 2014-2020 National Youth Strategy emphasizes the importance of civic
engagement among young people. The goal of improving civic education is one of many strategic lines
outlined in the current strategy. A strengthened civic education will be achieved through improved
teachings on media literacy, political concepts, and critical thinking strategies, as well as through
life-long learning methods. By enhancing civic education, the Czech Republic seeks to foster greater
tolerance for diversity and encourage active participation in community and political life.



When looking to improve national civic engagement the Czech Republic can look to cities which have
implemented varying, successful methods. Brno, for example, has fostered interest in local politics
through participatory budgeting, allowing citizens to directly vote on budgetary decisions (WHO,
2024). This method allows for citizens to have a direct impact on issues they care about, strengthening
community engagement and well-being (WHO, 2024).

Conclusion

Civic engagement is a valuable element of a healthy democracy and society, yet young people in the
Czech Republic remain largely disengaged from political and civic life. Growing concerns among youth
regarding social and environmental issues signals potential for more meaningful participation.
By drawing on strategies utilized in the United States such as prioritizing civic education, youth
leadership opportunities, volunteerism and community engagement grant funding the Czech Republic
can take steps to empower young citizens. Building civic engagement is a long-term process that must
be tailored to the cultural and institutional context of each country. Drawing from global practices, not
just those of the United States, and investing in trust-building between youth and institutions will be
critical for sustainable impact.

While national strategies show commitment, real progress depends on effective implementation,
funding, and collaboration across education, government, and civil society. To improve youth civic
engagement the Czech government, through the Ministry of Education, must prioritize civic education
as a part of curriculum, and create funding for youth-led projects and NGOs active in civil society.
Additionally, local governments should prioritize youth involvement in decisions, and work with
nonprofits to promote community engagement and volunteering. With the right support and a shift
in how civic responsibility is taught and modeled, Czech youth can be transformed from passive
observers into active shapers of their communities and democratic institutions.
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