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Summary 
 

“The parliamentary elections in Hungary were won by a right-wing populist.” Whilst such 
headlines did not appear in the newspapers, the statement would undoubtedly have been 
accurate. The victory of Péter Magyar’s Respect and Freedom Party (Tisztelet és Szabadság 
Párt; TISZA) and Viktor Orbán’s transition into opposition after sixteen years in government 
is being interpreted as a fundamental rupture in European politics—a turning point,  
as it were, away from the strengthening of right-wing and nationalist parties across the EU. 
Such a perspective is, unfortunately, erroneous. The actual situation in Hungary following 
the victory of the TISZA opposition platform is significantly more complex than it may 
appear from beyond the Czech border. 
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The Integration of the Opposition  

Every compelling narrative must feature a charismatic protagonist, a villain, and several plot twists 
culminating in a happy ending. At first glance, the Hungarian parliamentary elections may appear  
to conform to this structure. Within the span of two years, Péter Magyar has achieved a great deal. 
Initially, he distanced himself from FIDESZ and joined the then-failing TISZA party, subsequently 
managing to elevate its standing to 29.6% in the European elections. This secured MEP seats for himself 
and six other candidates. The European elections confirmed a rising demand in Hungary for a unified 
opposition capable of displacing the long-standing government majority. The European mandate 
served as a springboard for Magyar’s subsequent manoeuvres. He made no secret of the fact that work 
within the European Parliament was not his primary objective: ‘At the same time, I have no ambition 
to become a Member of the European Parliament; I would like to work here at home until the 2026 
parliamentary elections, so that we can take back our country.’ (Unyatyinszki, 2024; author's 
translation).  

An intensive election campaign followed, effectively spanning two years, alongside the formation  
of tactical agreements within the opposition. The leader of TISZA benefited significantly from the fact 
that the established opposition parties—for instance, the DK–MSZP–Párbeszéd coalition—suffered  
a crushing defeat in the European elections, while others, such as Jobbik, the Hungarian Greens, and 
the Momentum Movement, failed to surpass the 5% electoral threshold. 

The success of the new TISZA project thus accelerated the integration - or the voluntary withdrawal - 
of the existing opposition. In May 2025, András Fekete-Győr, the former chairman of the Momentum 
party, called for a unified approach involving a coordinated withdrawal from the electoral contest  
and the endorsement of TISZA. Most relevant parties ultimately acceded to this solution, including  
the Hungarian Socialist Party (Magyar Szocialista Párt; MSZP), which had previously held government 
between 1994–1998 and 2002–2010. Consequently, the struggle for a parliamentary majority against 
FIDESZ became a de facto binary choice between the "Orbán system" and the challenger, Péter 
Magyar. It is essential to recognise that an entire generation of young people has grown up in Hungary 
with no memory of a time when Viktor Orbán was not Prime Minister. 

By the beginning of 2025, TISZA had managed to overtake the favoured FIDESZ in certain public opinion 
polls—a situation that had not been witnessed in Hungary for decades. Pivotal to this was a grassroots, 
face-to-face election campaign, which transformed this relatively fresh-faced politician into a viable 
challenger to Viktor Orbán. Magyar focused on domestic issues and critiqued the Orbán administration 
for corruption and the rising cost of living, a strategy that ultimately proved to be highly effective.  

Maintaining Kiskőrös  

For the leadership of FIDESZ, the results must have come as a cold shower. Although the Hungarian 
electoral system was, in many respects, designed to benefit established parties with a sufficient 
number of locally well-known candidates, the results showed that it can just as easily work in favor  
of the opposition. TISZA won overwhelmingly not only in major urban agglomerations  
such as Budapest, Debrecen, and Szeged, but also performed strongly in rural areas (see map below). 
The largest city won by FIDESZ was Kiskőrös, a district town of approximately 13,000 inhabitants  
in Bács-Kiskun County. 

The governing party lacked the massive support of previously highly disciplined voter groups, especially 
public-sector employees, but also pensioners. Compared with the last parliamentary elections in 2022, 
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FIDESZ also lost approximately 20% of its vote share. However, due to the effects of the electoral 
system, it lost 61% of its seats (falling from 135 to the current 52 mandates). 

In the end, the most problematic feature for FIDESZ proved to be precisely the personalized 
component of the system that had been intended as a safeguard. Victory in these single-member 
constituencies requires only a simple plurality (the so-called First-past-the-post system), and FIDESZ 
candidates finished second in the overwhelming majority of cases. In many constituencies, the margin 
behind the victorious TISZA nominees was not particularly large, but in a winner-takes-all system,  
this merely meant an accumulation of very painful losses for FIDESZ. 

 

Source: (Winter, 2026)  

Who are Magyar and TISZA?  

The opposition TISZA was unequivocally aided by a high voter turnout, which soared to nearly 79%.  

An increase of 9.35 percentage points is extraordinary, surpassed only by the case of Bulgaria (+12.3 

p.p.; see further below). This indicates a profound dispute regarding the nature of the regime within 

Hungarian society. Such surges are ceasing to be exceptional on a pan-European scale, as voters who 

have been absent for several electoral cycles are beginning to appear at the ballot boxes. 

A further advantage for Magyar was certainly his choice of campaign themes. Whilst Orbán 

concentrated on issues associated with the European Union and the question of Ukraine (“It looks  

as though the government will be formed either by Zelenskyy or by me. If we can only choose from 

these two options, I suggest it be me”; Vilček, 2026), Magyar focused on a critique of the long-standing 

FIDESZ government, primarily targeting instances of corruption and clientelism, as well as  

the economic and social situation. The structural problems within the Hungarian economy, combined 
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with limited oil supplies via the Druzhba pipeline, proved more significant to ordinary Hungarians  

than the perceived dangers emanating from an expansive Brussels bureaucracy or the war in eastern 

Ukraine. 

An important factor contributing to the new party’s constitutional majority was the circumstance that 

Péter Magyar does not emerge from the same socio-political milieu as previous representatives  

of opposition formations, such as Péter Márki-Zay.  

Magyar was for many years a high-ranking representative of FIDESZ; until 2023, his wife was Judit 

Varga, the Minister of Justice between 2019 and 2023. He initially became politically active as a legal 

advocate for protesters accused of violence against public officials, allegedly committed during 

demonstrations against the government of Ferenc Gyurcsány. Subsequently, he served as an official  

at the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2010) and as a diplomat within Hungary’s Permanent 

Representation to the European Union (2011). Later, for instance, he headed the European Legal 

Directorate of the Hungarian Development Bank (2018). Between 2019 and 2022, he served  

as the Chief Executive Officer of the Student Loan Centre. As recently as April 2023, he was appointed 

by Viktor Orbán’s government to the board of directors of the national bus carrier, Volánbusz.  

The rupture with FIDESZ did not occur until 2024, when he opposed the presidential pardon granted 

to the controversial Endre Kónya—an act that sparked public outcry—and resigned from all public 

positions in protest.  

It was precisely this familiarity with the inner circles of FIDESZ that lent Magyar the authenticity  

of an individual campaigning against established political norms; someone who understands how  

to reform the system, or at the very least, where to identify the most significant failings within the 

Hungarian civil service. When one factors in a truly extensive election campaign—which involved 

meetings with voters in every municipality of even minor significance—the result was a landslide 

victory. 

Magyar did not prevail by promising something diametrically opposed to Orbán’s platform, but rather 

by offering a viable alternative that was not far removed from what FIDESZ itself provided. Ultimately, 

the prospect of receiving what Orbán promised, supplemented by additional commitments—such as 

the fight against corruption and the resolution of the "trench warfare" with Brussels—was sufficient 

to secure a constitutional majority after sixteen years of Viktor Orbán’s premiership. 

A European Perspective  

The victory of the TISZA party is interpreted in various ways. The attempt to frame the triumph  

of a former high-ranking FIDESZ official as a fundamental turning point in European politics is 

somewhat naive (cf. Tabery, 2026). The issue lies in the fact that while Magyar intends to be more 

accommodating towards Brussels and Germany (primarily due to frozen funds), his political orientation 

is more ‘FIDESZ-soft’ than anything else. 

Hungary will continue to import oil from Russia, and the Hungarian government will persist  

in advocating for the strengthening of the legal status of Hungarian minorities in neighbouring states 

(the primary cause of the strained relations between Hungary and Ukraine). Furthermore, it will 

continue to reference the exceptional position of the Hungarian nation within Central Europe and 

maintain the legacy of Catholicism as a central pillar of Hungarian identity. The era of conservative 

government in Hungary is set to continue. 

Then there is the resolution of the national question in general. Immediately following his election, 

Péter Magyar met with representatives of Hungarians living in neighbouring countries, such as Hunor 
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Kelemen, the leader of the Democratic Alliance of Hungarians in Romania. Similarly, the Beneš decrees 

and the status of Hungarians in Slovakia were part of the first conversation between the winner of the 

Hungarian elections and Prime Minister Robert Fico. 

From a Czech perspective, this presents a somewhat paradoxical situation. Those in the Czech Republic 

who rooted for Magyar and may themselves consider the Beneš decrees to be “legally defunct” are 

discovering that Péter Magyar may be somewhat less consensus-oriented on this matter than Viktor 

Orbán. 

One can also dispute the idea that the Hungarian elections are turning the tide of political events  

in Europe. If we look at the elections in EU countries over the past year (national and, in the case  

of Germany, also state elections, plus the case of Norway), we do not see any fundamental liberal shift, 

as shown in the table below. Only a brief commentary on the individual elections: Portugal, May 2025: 

Strengthening of CHEGA (a member of PfE) – it is establishing itself as the second pole of the political 

spectrum against the liberal-conservative PSD, while the Socialists are in crisis, losing 20 seats. Czech 

Republic, October 2025: ANO gains the nominally highest number in the history of the Czech Republic, 

broad mobilisation of the peripheries, Socialists and Communists remain outside of parliament. 

Netherlands, October 2025: A deviant case, liberals are strengthening, the right and far-right are 

splintering from the PVV towards more extreme parties like JA21 (+5.27 p.p.) or FvD (+2.31 p.p.). 

Germany (Baden-Württemberg) March 2026: The governing Greens won, but were weakened; there 

was a noticeable rise of the AfD outside its traditional East German strongholds, a collapse of the SPD, 

and an even greater one for the FDP (losing more than half of its support). Germany (Rhineland-

Palatinate) March 2026: CDU victory and slight strengthening, a noticeable rise of the AfD outside its 

traditional East German strongholds, a collapse of the SPD (-9.8 p.p.), and the FDP at 2%. Slovenia 

March 2026: Weakening of the governing liberals, though they still won; strengthening of Janša’s SDS; 

the election winner gave up on talks to form a government. Denmark March 2026: The worst result 

for the Socialists since 1903; the nationalist DPP (PfE) tripled its gains. Hungary April 2026: A new 

nationalist and right-wing party gained a constitutional majority; FIDESZ is in opposition. Bulgaria April 

2026: A new party (PB) formed by former President Radev gained a constitutional majority;  

the Socialists are out of parliament. And for comparison, Norway September 2025: A massive increase 

for the right-wing Conservatives.  

Rather than a liberal turn, it appears to be a continued hollowing out of the traditional centre,  

a weakening of liberal and social democratic parties, with the traditional left in crisis, and we see  

a noticeable strengthening of right-wing, nationally oriented parties. The volatility of party systems is 

increasing. Previously ideologically antagonistic parties are merging into coalitions to face new entities 

that operate outside the traditional right-left conflict. The example of Hungary is symptomatic in that 

two right-wing formations are clashing—one new conservative-liberal, the other national-

conservative—and other parties play the role of minor potential coalition partners, if they exist at all. 
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